KS1 Let’s Fly a Kite Activity Plan
Materials Needed:
One of the suggested books e.g., "Stuck" by Oliver Jeffers or "The Kite Princess" by Juliet Clare Bell and Laura-Kate Chapman
Sled kite template (Use the NASA Sled Kite Template)
String
Tape
Scissors

Activity Plan:
Part 1: Read-Aloud
Introduction to the Story
Begin the activity by reading the selected UK book to the students.
Engage the students by asking questions about the story as you read, focusing on the characters' experiences with kites.

Part 2: Discussion
Kite Experiences
Ask the students if they have ever flown a kite.
Inquire if any students have made their own kite before.
Build excitement by announcing that they will create and fly their own kites today.

Part 3: Kite Construction
Materials Distribution
Provide each student with a sled kite template.
Show examples of paper maps, explaining that they will use similar materials for their kites.
Step-by-Step Guidance
Guide students through the following steps to construct their kites:
Cutting the Template: Help students cut out their sled kite template along the solid lines.
Folding: Instruct students to fold along the dotted lines as indicated on the template.
Assembling: Assist students in taping the edges where necessary to form the kite shape.
Attaching the String: Show students how to attach the string to their kites, making sure it is secure.

Part 4: Take Flight!
Outdoor Activity
Take the students outside to an open area where they can safely fly their kites.
Encourage them to experiment with their kites, observing how the wind helps the kite to fly.
Discussion on Wind
Explain to the students that the wind helps kites fly by pushing against the kite's surface, lifting it into the air. The shape of the kite and the angle at which it catches the wind are important for keeping it aloft.
Discuss how when the wind flows over and under the kite, it creates lift, similar to how an aeroplane's wings work. This lift helps the kite to stay up in the sky.
Careers in Aviation
Introduce students to the idea that understanding how kites fly can lead to exciting careers in aviation.
Explain that people who design aeroplanes and other flying machines, like aerospace engineers, use similar principles to those used in kite flying.
Mention other careers such as pilots, who need to understand how wind and weather affect flight, and meteorologists, who study the weather and help us understand wind patterns.
Summary:
Today, you became kite-makers and kite-flyers! Remember, when it comes to kites, the wind is your best friend. So, go fly a kite and let your creativity soar! And who knows, maybe one day you'll use what you learned today in a career in aviation, designing or flying real aeroplanes!
